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LECTURE I
TIntrodustory

THE erucifixion of Christ the moat outstanding fact in history—The
purity and sublimity of Christ's charneter admitted-—He i3 thera-
fore wnique, and His mission is exceptional—His own conception of
Himself and His mission—His method was sacrificielly to give His
life s rensom for many—The history of humanaity before His advent
an unconscions prediction of Him—Saerifice universal in religion,
belief in its cficncy ineradicable, end therefore may be regarded
instinctive—The instinct to sacrifice is a typical, a prophetic ele-
ment—Questious &3 to the origin of sacrifice end retionale of sacri-
fice—Leading theories of Spencer, Mede, Sykes, and Warburton
referred to; hut these are of arbordinate importance if it be the feet
thet saerifice is an action as natural to man as is prayer, springing
from the fountsin of religion—The constituents of religion ; sense of
dependence, reverence, but the sense of affinity with Dejty, though
often overlooked, is alse universal in religion—Difference befween
belief in this affinity, in the religions of nature, and the faith
expressed in the Bible—The aim of religion by means of prayer
end snorifice to improve relutionswith Deity into communion and
fellowship—Nowhere evidence thab fearless communion with Deity
has been realised, oven in Genesis represented &3 broken ; religion
and sacrifice intended to reknit it—Our purpose to sketeh the salient
features of snerifice in ell religions—In the aim or intention of the
saerificer we get the type or the prophecy of sacrifice—In the dis-
pensation of grace, humanity is the unit—"What wes revealed to the
Jew was reverled for the Gentile—Analogies hetween Jewish and
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Gentile sacrifices not so frequent nor so significant as their con-
tragte—Some of these contrasts roted—The chief contrast is the fact
thet heathen sacrifices vepresent the endeavour of man to coneili-
ate Deity, and sacrifice is vepresented in Scripture as a divinely
appoirted means of grace whereby Jehovah seeks to save man—
‘T'hese contrests indicato a providential training of ome peopls for
the sake of all menkind—The mystery of the clection of the Jew,
metched by the fact that the most degraded of Gentiles were
maintained in their capacity to receive the Divine revelation of
redemption when communicated to them—Illustrations of this to
be given in the succeeding lectures . ' .« Pages 1-56

LECTUORE II

Sucrifice as exhibited am Antmism and in Lower Polytheleny

The terms savage, barbarian, civilised, applied o different sections

of mankird, only relative—In civilisation ars found many survivals
of barbarism {urnishing a rich vein for interesting research—Tha
study of savage rites and beliefs not useless, but impoxtant and
veluable—Difficulty of aseertaining them—A savage’s religion o
“mystery " in the classical uso of the word—Iis mental condition
renders him unable satisfectorily to account for his *‘ custorms
~—His religion best daseribed by the term Animism-—Definition of
Animism—The gim of o sevage to proteet himself against invisibla
ond doengerous powers by his fetish— Fetishist, Shamanism,
not zeligions, though recognising ritez and even sacrifice,
but wholly bhased upon magic or sorcary and practised in self-
defence—The real religion of o savage is rooted in another belief,
expressed by different customs—AIl comprehended under tha
termn Totemise—Origin of Totemism yet unsolyed—Mr. Frazer's
hypothesie explaized—Totemism as a phase of religion deseribed
—Bpecified onimels, different in different clens, sacred, and
for the same remson that a clansman is sacred—The blood in
its veins ie believed o be identical with that of the clan—
If not 2 pgod in the estimotion of o clen, it is divine 28 the
living nexua between the clan and the god—Tho slighest insult
o injury dome teo it seerilege—Yet there are occagions when it
may be slaughtered though divine, and thero are cthas when it
must be sncrificed Eecause it is divine—Tt must die for the clan to
reinforce the life of tho clam, yea to preserve oll thingy from
death—On such coeasions there is always ssersmental eommumion
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in its flesh and blood—These seorifices annuslly connected with
tho purgetion of the land from all the evils of ths yeay—Under
most horrible and revelting rites, treces of beliefs which, if not
typizel, ean be utilised for communicating to the most degraded
suvages the loftiest religious truths—But the savage not the fype
of heathendom, he rather represents its residuum-—Above him
thers is an asconding series of humarity, the highest rapresenting
great oulture—Velue of the study of the Mexican and Peruvian
religions 08 illustrating the religion of Burops, Asia, Egypt, in
oneient prehistorie ages—Superior to Animism—Worship of the
most imposing physiezl forces and phenomens personified not in
zoomorphie, but anthropomerphie forms— Human sacrifice ac-
counted for by the ald animistic belisf—Viotims offered because
divine, or because transubstantinted into divinities ; alse secve-
" mentally parbelen of,—** The god who is eaten "—Peruvian ritual
purer; wouship of the stn ; the theooracy of the Inca ; animal
sacrifica daily ; human seceifices on rave ocoasions—Crowning not
of religion—Sgcromental communion of the Inea with hia cowt,
then with the whole pecple once 2 year in sacred cales and liguor
—The Peruvien veste! virgins or nuns— Astonishment of the
Spuniards et these and other regsemblances to their ewn religicus
institutions—Application to our subject . . Papes 57-108

) LECTURE III
Saerifice as Buhibited in Higher Polytheism

Roligions suparior to Mexicon end Paruvian ; ropresented hy immiense
literatures containing the history, philesoply, and theelogy of
peoplea vouy angient—In them the history of roligious thought not
shown to bo always ono of progross—Diversity of opinion 2s ta their
actual antiguity, and the relative antiquity of their several parts—
Wotably the case in regard to the Vedas, Avestas, and so-called
sacred books of Chaldae ; danger of employing them in suppoert of
eny theory as to the origin and growth of roligious eoncaptions ;
yot all very valuable ns exhibiting very enolent and widespread
beliofs and practices—In all, saerifice is an cssential part of wor-
ship, yet in none of them iz it a meana of grace—A device for
sepuring self-ad vancement—In Porsia and China offering of suorifice
imited anly to the good—In most of them sacrifieia] slaughter not
extiovagunt—Explonation of this—Belief in transmigration, end
in thet of the infusion of the divine senl into mnimals—Indien
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baliefs akin to Egyptinn—Indinn beliel in eflicacy of self-torture
deeply rooted ; how accounted for—In polytheism of higher types,
always two religions—Along with the popular religion, an esotaric
faith, the religion of the thoughtiul—Sacrificial worship of an
ancient Brahman honseholder desoribed—Its highest action or
funotion, ecommunion with the gods in the enlightening Soma
sagrifice—Shraddha or funeral rites desoribed-—Difference between
the ancient Iranian sacrifices and the Indien—Ix Itan saerifice not
somnch an act of worship as a servico rendored in axtending the
kingdom of Ahnra—Sacrifice of no use to atone or expinte sin
necording to the Avesto—The highest saorificinl ceremony in China
deseribed ; sacramental colnmunion of the livig with the departed
in the Hall of Ancestors—Egyption religion attractive because
greatly eoncerned with whest of horman life Jios beyond death—The
Boolt of the Dead—Sinister influence exercised by the Egypiian
religion upon the development of Christien theology and ritnal—
Powerlul influence of Egypt upon Rome, and especially Gresce
~Ths higher religion of Greece axpressed in *f the mysbertes '—
In ell these religions no aicning efficney in sacrifics in our sense
of the word—Sacrifice piacula: to affect the working of the cosmos,
and in the stage of belief ropresonted by tho many forms of Baal
worship, to appesse or keop friendly deities who would rather
injure than help men—Revolt of the higher minds ef Greece from
such concepticns—The gods of Aschylos and Sophocles, striot
guardians of justice—Belief in the retributive law symbolised in
the Erimiyes, co-existing with faith in the effoacy of sacrifice to
atone for bleod-guiltiness—How the Exinnysswould becore to the
suppliant the Eumenides — Impossible for man to work out his
ownredemption—Flata’s conception—Hisapproach to Christienity
—In whai sense he and many others may be celled waibaywyol
els Xpoorrby . . . ' . Pages 100-177

LECTURE IV

Baerifice as exhibited i the Hebroew Bible— Patvinrchol and
Moseic Susrifice

The velation of the Gospel to the Law an MMustration of the relation
of Old Testament to the higher roligions ¢f polytheism—Old Tosta-
ment refines what of other roligions it has assmmed —Coincidences
hetween treditions and cevemonsies in othor religions with those



CONTENTS xix

described in Old Tostament undeniable—Yot the Old Testament is
originel in regard to the use towhich materials that are common to
‘all nye put—Bibls s we have it beginsat a higher point than other
" religions aver roached—The best minds in some of them attained
to pantheism, even theism—Bible starts with monotheism, and
gvery hradition and every rite is utilised to oxpress or enforce or
illustrate sthieal or spivitual treth—The Sabbath en illustration ;
olso poerifice, which, faken for pranted a3 o natural part of veli-
gion gets quite o new significance — A divinely appointed or
sanctioned means of graca — Of one form of sacrifice recorded
in Ganesis it may e said ** The Lord genetified and blessed it"—
Abel's sacrifice in faith contrasted with Cain's *‘heathen” one—
Noah's sacrifice explained—Fivst mention of o Divine **covenant™ ;
tho word enthrvopomorphio, but the iden to ba suggested by it is
spivitual —Co-opetation of Divire and hizman agenoy required in
evolving e scheme of rodemption from the primeval eurse—Series
of ‘‘covenants® rceorded-—Their design to instrnet men that
redomption cen only be obteined by trustinl smronder fo Divine
will, and by hearty acesptance of the Divine method—Covenont
with Abraham—1Tts seal and pledge, circumeision—Heathen cireum-
cision controsted with the Hebrew rite—The test of Abraham’s
fidelity to the covenont in the sacyifice of his son—How in the
light shed on, it hy the Gospel it fits in natwrelly with this atago
in the bistory of revelation—Tha covenant with the nation, in
Baypt; its seal the passover —Heathen and Biblical passovers
differentiatod—The possover only an inasnguration ofthe Covenant
cevemonial j its conclusion at Sinni after tha giving of **the Law”
—The Covenant saoramental feast—The aim of the Covenant, te
constitute the holy nation for the Wlessing of all mankind—
Now Testament interpretotion of the Poassover ond Covenant
anorifices . . . . . . Pages 178-230

LECTURE V

Sucrifice as exhibited in the Helrew Bidble—Mesaic and Levitical
Sacrifice

Tho legislation genernlly described s Moseic in the Pentatouch cen
only in regard te fundamentals be asoribed to the Mosaie Age—
Levitieus as we now havo it, a late producticn, the work not of
one man nor of one age, but the outeome of the exporience of
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many generations—It must heve beon built, however, on some
very urchaio institutions—Theory formulated in the Pentatench
that the prophet of the religion of Jehovah laid the foundetions of
the publicworship of Israel in asanctunry, priesthooed, and sacrifioial
riteel, a reasonable one—The institutions were a1l required for the
maintenance of the covenant—All such as Moses could originate
and provide out of such resources as the tribes then commanded
— A1 as now describad founded on monotheist beliefs, and designed
to gusrd against tendency to physiolatry and pelytheism---Differ-
once betweon the tabernacle and Egyptian temples— Description
of the tabernacle, its intontion or design clearly indicated by its
designetions and by the symbelism of ifs comstruction, furniture,
and uses —The New Testament interpretation of its typiesl
import ~~The priesthood ne graft from the religion of Egypt,
thongh idea probebly suggested by it—The development of the
priesthood and the Levitical ovder in Israel according to Seripture
was gradual—Its original intention essentially contrasted with
that of the Egyptian priesthood ; designed mot to fence off, but
to draw the people neor to Jehovah—A priest in Isreel only holy
beeause of his consecration to office—This clearly indicated by the
ceremnonials for the ordination of thepriestsandof the high priestand
for *‘the purification of the sons of Levi"—Failure of the priest-
hood to fulfil the ideal of their vocation—Application of this fact
by the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews—The sacrificial gystem
described in the Pentateuch as essentially symholie, based upon
confession of sin, repentance, desire for reconciliation—The inten-
tion of tho authors of the last edition of Pentatench to represent
it as the natural development of patrimrchal worship, and as
sceeptable only when offered in the spirit of Abel, Noah, and
Abraham—Founded in belief in necessity for atonement ; blood
peculierly secrosanct ; its application o symbol well understood
—A sacrifice deseribed—Different kinds of sacrifices explained ; the
raot idea in ell the same—Neoossity for atonement emphasized in
the sin and trespass offerings ; thelr signifiennce and intention
explained — All that Leviticel religion could effect or embody
summed upin the *Day of Atonemonts”—Deseription in Leviticus
of its ceremonisl refers to a late period in the history of Israel,
but the duy snd its peoulinr rites very ancient—Description of
the ceremonicl in its most salient, symholie, and typical features ;
peculiar application of the hlood of the sin offerings ; the seuding
awey of the other helf of the sacrificee—Le Azazel—Special feature
in oll cases of ctoning racrifice—That atorement wasnot demanded
from the tribes, but provided for them and given to them by



CONTENTS xxd

Johovah—A Divino suggestion therefore of the way by which o
broken covennot might be renewed - . Pages 281-250

LECTURE VI
The Prophecy of Sacrifice fulfiiled in Qhrist

Snerificial worship even when nsed in foith as o menns of grace could
only have pacificd the censeiente in a cortain stage of experience -
—The rituel, manifestly insufficient, poinied forward fo a more
satisfying faith—Indications of tbis more frequentin the teaching
of the prophets ; all these connected with helief in the Messish—
First gleams of Messianie hope in (enesis; clearest in tha call ‘
of Abraham—In Moseio age the nation believed to be the Messinh
in whom aIl ere to be blossed—Omn ths failuve of the thecoracy to
fulfil the idea, the hope centred in & “son of Devid —Monarchy
proved ag greet o failure as the theocraoy—Necessity for the Exile
to purify and spirituslise * the hope ”—The “ holy remnant ™ ; its
idesl personified in the ‘*servent of Jehovah”—His prophet,
but rejected, despised, bearing the sins of many—The influence
of Isaink in maturing the faith of John Baptist ; his testimony to
Jesus °* the Lamb of God ” giver in the spirit and power of Isaieh
——Christ's testimony to Himself and His mission giver in the spirit
and power of the sserificed *‘servant of Jehovah " —Baptist's
application of the whole etonivg scerifioie] systom in ome word
to Jesus — Christ's application of the sawificial symbelism to
Himself, but alwoys with o far higher fmport then a Jow would
have conceived—Instances in the Synsgogue at Ceperzaum in the
discourse upen “‘The bread of God”; at the last passover, Lo
my body | lo my blood shed for many | "—The fulfiller of the new
covenant promised by Jeremish—Christ’s faith alone expleins His
conduet which led to Ilis capinre, condemnaetion, orucifixien—
Apostolioc testimonies uniformly point to Christ the Divine saerifice
—-8t. Petor, Bt. Panl, the nuthor of the Epistle to the Hebrews, St,
John—Tho revelation of the Divine sacrifice summad up and gom-
pleted in “Tho Lamb slain from the foundation of the world *—
Distinetion hetweon the faoct of the Diviue sperifies and the
theories devised to explain it—Meny theorjes may be requirad to
sagount for it, but the life of the Churoh is nourished by faith
in the feet—The revolation of the fact fiuel, but its interpretetion
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progressive end is still proceeding—Attempt to sketch the faith
in the Divine sacrifico as held by tbe Church to-day after so
many centuvies of Divine feaching—1I. The necoesity for ihe
sacrifice : the estrangement of the oveature fallen from the holiness
and blessedness of God the Crestor, but in ne cese from the
Crentor’s faithfulbess; varions relations in which God may be
conceived as standing to men—=Sovereign—Judge bound to main-
tain universal order ; theories founded in these conceived ralations
trus, ag for as they go, but ell inadequate—God elso Creator
end Father of the spirits of men, nwpon whom therefore the weight
of their sin was sure to fall most heavily--The Divine saorifico
Tooted in the faithful Creator's love for His sinful crentures—11,
The nature of that saorifiee : the Divine passion for sin as intoler-
gble; the Holiest taking its burden—This fact in the eternal
nature revesled in the mission and suerifice of Christ—Suffering
of mo acconnt in the sacrifices of the Low § of primary import in
the sacyifice of the Gospel—Christ's sufferings what ? due to His
ginlessness and to His sympatby — His agony and passion the
culmination of His reslisation of t{be significance of sin, heart-
broken under the load—He clene knew what ain menns, nlons
oould confess it, slone feel its full weight and corse, elone could
glorify God in His Divire condemnation of sin, and was glorified
of God in consequence as the Redeemer of the race which Ho was
not ashamed to call His brethren—1IIL. The gffect af the Divine
sgerifice : " the remission of sin,” not of its penal consequences
—&Seriptive measning of forgiveness—Sin ounly remitted when
coverad, made an end of—Negative effect of the Divina sacrifice to
condemn sin in the flesh, destroy the sinful impulse, to disclosc
ain as essentiolly unnatural sud inbmman—Positive effect far more
fully sef forth in Christ’s discourses—Sacrifice os the motive and
gool of true religion—The communication of His spirit, the law of
His own life to &ll who belisve in Him—Christ’s luw of self-
abnegation the moral law for all His followers—Fs thot seeketh
ta seve hizlife shall loss it, bathat loseth shall find it nnto eternal
life—Gospel theovy of life different from and more sublime than
the theory of Altruism as populerly expounded —God's love
and God’s sacrifice the true sourco of living sacrifice in man—
Thus salvation i3 sncrifiec—Application of the whole subject—
Posteeript . . . . . Tnges 261-372



