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PREFACE 

THIS book consists of the Baird Lectwes delivered in 

1887. Publi’cation was prevented’ at the time by 
disabling illness, and afterwards by a succession of 
interruptions. Now, with restored health, I am able 
to see it through the press. For the most part the 
book has been printed from the MS. of the lectures, 
but I have tried by footnotes and occasional longer 
notes at the end of the chapters to  bring out some 
points that seemed to require elucidation. The long 
time which had elapsed since the lectures were written 
made it sometimes difficult to find the authority for 
statements in the text. I trust that in all important 
matters the references suffice. 

The aim has been to furnish a readable outline of 
the history of each subject. I am acutely conscious 
that in every chapter there was room for deeper research 
than I have been able to undertake, 

It would have been impossible to publish the book 
vii 
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if  I had not had the help of one of the earliest and one. 
of the latest students in my class. To my friends 
Professor Nicol, D.D., University of Aberdeen, and 
Professor Stevenson, B.D., Theological College, Bala, my 
best thanks are due for revising the proof-sheets a.nd 
making suggestions. I have to thank Miss E. Gardiner, 
M.A., for preparing the Index. 

A. H. CHARTERIS. 
August 1905. 
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